
 

 

 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN’S 
MEETING MINUTES 

7:00PM    MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 23rd, 2013 
YORK LIBRARY 

 
Present: Chairman, Ronald Nowell, Vice Chairman, Kinley Gregg, Scott 
Fiorentino, Mary Andrews, Torbert Macdonald, Town Manager, Robert G. 
Yandow, Recorder, Melissa M. Avery and members of the press and public 
 
Call to Order 
Chairman, Ronald Nowell called the meeting to order at 7:03PM 
 
Opening Ceremonies 
 
Proclamation for Knights of Columbus 
 
York has been the home of the Star of the Sea Council 11940 of the Knights of 
Columbus and will join thousands of other local councils in a fundraising effort 
for special needs children and their families through the event known as the 
“Tootsie Roll Drive”. This event is scheduled to take place on Saturday, Sunday 
and Monday of the Columbus Day weekend, at the entrance of local business 
establishments. The York Board of Selectmen extend an invitation to all of York’s 
citizens, their friends and family, to support this great cause and the efforts of 
our local Knights of Columbus by patronizing local establishments and 
supporting the Knights of Columbus “Tootsie Roll Drive” for the special needs 
children and their families. Bob McKenna, member of the Knight of Columbus 
11940 spoke of the event and asked for a photo with the Chairman and other 
Knights of Columbus members, Francis LeClair and James Carmody presenting 
the Proclamation.  

A. Minutes 
1. September 9, 2013 Meeting Minutes 

 
Moved by Ms. Gregg, seconded by Ms. Andrews to approve the September 9, 
2013 Meeting Minutes, as amended. Vote 5-0, motion passes. 
 
B. Chairman’s Report 

 
None 
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C. Manager’s Report 

 
Town Manager, Robert G. Yandow gave a brief Eastern Equine Encephalitis and 
West Nile Virus update; Last week there were three additional pools on Bog 
Road that tested positive for EEE and one also tested positive for WNV. 
Mr. Yandow also mentioned two York Sewer District Employees being honored 
with awards for their contributions at the Town‘s Sewer Plant, Mike Tibbetts, 
who will be receiving the JETCC Founders Award and Dustin Price, who will be 
receiving the York Professionals Award from the Maine Waste Water Control 
Association. 
Lastly, Mr. Yandow announced that there will be a ribbon cutting and re-
opening ceremony on October 1st at 10:30AM for the re-opening of Sewall’s 
Bridge.   
 
D. Awards 

 
None 

 
E. Reports 

 
None 

 
F. Citizens’ Forum – The Citizens’ Forum is open to any member of the 

audience for comments on items listed on this meeting agenda. All 
comments should be brief and to the point. Questions that require 
extended answers or that cannot be readily answered will be referred to 
the Town Manager for follow-up. Anyone who wishes to submit a 
written request for future agenda items can do so on the form available at 
this meeting or may obtain the form through the Town Manager’s Office. 
 

Public Comment: Helen Rollins 
   Nancy Lambert 
   Judy Romano    
   Adam Weig 
 

G. Approval of Warrant #12 
 
Moved by Ms, Gregg, seconded by Ms. Andrews to approve Warrant #12. Vote 
5-0, motion passes. 
 
H. Public Hearings 

1. Possible Sale of Town Owned Property at 23 Oceanside Avenue West 
 
Moved by Ms. Gregg, seconded by Ms. Andrews to open the Public Hearing at 
7:30PM 
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Public Comment: None 
 
Moved by Ms. Gregg, seconded by Ms. Andrews to close the Public Hearing at 
7:31PM. Vote 5-0, motion passes. 

 
I. Endorsements 

Business Licenses: 
1. Mary Jane Merritt DBA: The Union Bluff Hotel 

(Victualers/Liquor/Special Amusement/Coin Operated Amusement); 
Located at 8 Beach Street 

2. Woods Family Inc. DBA: Daily Grind (Victualers); Located at 21 
Railroad Avenue 

 
Moved by Mr. Macdonald, seconded by Ms. Gregg to approve Mary Jane 
Merritt, DBA The Union Bluff Hotel, located at 8 Beach Street for Victualers, 
Liquor, Special Amusement and Coin Operated Amusement, subject to taxes, 
fees and inspections being current and compliant with the usual noise 
stipulations. Vote 5-0, motion passes. 
 
Moved by Mr. Macdonald, seconded by Ms. Gregg to approve Woods Family 
Incorporated DBA Daily Grind, located at 21 Railroad Avenue for Victualers, 
subject to taxes, fees and inspections being current and compliant with the usual 
noise stipulations. Vote 5-0, motion passes. 
 
J. Old Business 
  
 None 
 
K. New Business 

1. Discussion with Steve Bradstreet Concerning the Outfall at Short 
Sands Beach 

 
The Chair requested that this item be placed on the agenda to discuss the silting 
of the outfall exit; the filling of the culvert with stone and seaweed and the 
intrusion of water from the outfall to Route 1A. 
 
Steve Bradstreet of Ransom Consulting gave a presentation of the history on the 
drainage project of which he started working on in 2003. The Director of Public 
Works for the Town of York at that time requested of Mr. Bradstreet an 
evaluation of the storm drain system town-wide, also specifically to the outfall at 
Short Sands Beach which at the time was a 48” concrete pipe covered with large 
stone. In 2005, prior to changes to the State’s Sand Dune regulations, Mr. 
Bradstreet met with Maine Department of Environmental Protection to discuss 
possible outfall solutions, with the beach and existing outfall being located in a 
“B1” Sand Dune Zone, the State regulations limited the possible solutions. 
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After discussion with the Board of Selectmen regarding some beliefs of 
inadequacy of the outfall, Mr. Bradstreet started that he will set up a meeting 
with the Maine Department of Environmental Protection, open to the Board of 
Selectmen and public to discuss possible solutions, tide control, and additional 
beach impact that would be allowed within the State regulations. Per the Board 
of Selectmen’s request, Mr. Bradstreet will extend the meeting invitation to Peter 
Slovinsky of the Maine Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry. 
 

2. Project Management Framework for Long Sands Bathhouse Project 
 
At the May 2013 Budget Referendum the voters of York approved $687,000 for 
the replacement and expansion of the Long Sands Bathhouse. The current 
building is deteriorating badly and needs to be replaced. Community 
Development Director, Stephen Burns had a presentation on the Project 
Management Framework aspect of the project to establish a project management 
system. Parks and Recreation Director, Mike Sullivan gave a presentation on the 
current bathhouse on Long Sands Beach and the project scope for a new building 
in that location including the budget, goals and permitting for the project. 
 
There was discussion of the expansion possibilities and ownership on the lot. Mr. 
Burns explained that in order to understand the scope of the project, a survey of 
the property needs to be the first step to figure out possible ownership issues, 
along with the State and Town permits and approvals that will be required with 
a site in such a sensitive location. 
 
After discussion between the Board of Selectmen, Mr. Burns and Mr. Sullivan the 
board decided they would like a workshop after a survey is completed to discuss 
their ideas and concerns on the project management framework before they 
make any decisions. 
 
Moved by Ms. Gregg, seconded by Ms. Andrews to authorize Town staff to put 
out a Request for Proposal for survey work relating to the Long Sands Bathhouse 
project and upon completion, forward a copy of the survey to the Board of 
Selectmen and contact Maine Department of Transportation to find out about 
discontinuing a portion of the right of way. Vote 5-0, motion passes 
 

3. Update on Sohier Park Project 
 
The Chairman asked for a written update on the Sohier Park Project from Parks 
and Recreation Director, Michael Sullivan. 
 
Moved by Mr. Macdonald, seconded by Ms. Andrews to authorize the Parks and 
Recreation Department to go out to bid for the Sohier Park Welcome Center 
Expansion Project. Vote 5-0, motion passes. 
 

4. Discussion and Possible Action on Rescinding the Previous Vote on 
Purchase of a Senior Center Bus 
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Moved by Ms. Andrews, seconded by Mr. Fiorentino to rescind the motion and 
subsequent vote taken on August 26, 2013 awarding the bid for a 25 passenger 
coach bus to Patsy’s Bus Sales in the amount of $58,370.00. Vote 5-0, motion 
passes. 
 

5. Discussion and Possible Action Regarding Scheduling Public 
Discussion of the Davis Property Located on York Street 

 
Community Development Director Stephen Burns described the upcoming 
public discussions of the Davis property as an opportunity to discuss the 
property facilitated by York Community Dialogue to acquire an informed 
electorate. 
 
Moved by Mr. Macdonald, seconded by Mr. Fiorentino in regards to the Davis 
property at 142 York Street to direct the Town Manager to work with the York 
Community Dialogue to: 1) arrange a televised public meeting to share 
information and take questions about the property; 2) arrange a site walk for the 
Board of Selectmen, other Town officials and public to view the property; and 3) 
arrange a follow-up meeting to facilitate public discussion about the possible 
purchase of the property. Vote 5-0, motion passes. 
 

6. Discussion and Possible Action on the Sale of Town-Owned Property 
at 23 Oceanside Avenue West 

 
Mr. Macdonald expressed concern of a possible new septic system that may 
come with selling the property, as it is in a sensitive area of town that is 
earmarked for Town water and sewer because of inadequate conditions for 
septic and well. 
 
Moved by Ms. Andrews, seconded by Mr. Fiorentino to approve a purchase and 
sale agreement with MaryKate Russell for the sale of Town-owned land at 23 
Oceanside Avenue West in the amount of $90,000. Vote 4-1; Mr. Macdonald 
opposed, motion passes 
 

7. Designation of a Voting Delegate at the Maine Municipal Association 
Annual Business Meeting 

 
Mr. Macdonald stated that he, being interesting the structure and functioning of 
Maine Municipal Association would be willing to be the Town’s delegate at their 
annual business meeting.  
 
Moved by Ms. Gregg, seconded by Mr. Fiorentino to appoint Torbert Macdonald 
as the Town of York’s voting delegate at the Maine Municipal Association’s 
Annual Business Meeting. Vote 5-0, motion passes. 
 

8. Pole Permit – Western Point Road 
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Moved by Ms. Andrews, seconded by Ms. Gregg to approve the Pole Location 
Permit for 1 pole on Western Point Road in a southeasterly direction, 50 feet from 
pole #56. Vote 5-0, motion passes 
 

9. Special Event Permit; Phil Cihisky Finish Line 
 
Moved by Ms. Andrews, seconded by Ms. Gregg to approve the Special Event 
Permit for the Phil Cihisky Finish Line event on October 4, 2013. Vote 5-0, motion 
passes. 
 

10. Special Permit for Catering Privileges Off Premises; Bill Foster’s 
Downeast Clambake on October 5th 

 
Moved by Mr. Macdonald, seconded by Ms. Andrews to approve the Special 
Permit for Catering Privileges Off Premises for Foster’s Clam Bake at View Point 
Hotel, on October 5, 2013. Vote 5-0, motion passes. 

 
L. Other Business 
 
Mr. Macdonald asked that the Purchase and Sale agreement from the Chamber 
of Commerce to the Town be put in an upcoming agenda. 
 
Ms. Andrews had a few items to bring up: 1) She asked that the Board of 
Selectmen take the first steps in appealing to the State the speed limit on Route 
One by the Lobster Barn. 2) The amending of Fireworks Ordinance to avoid 
previous issues that have occurred in the town. 3) Requested a weekly report 
updating people on the Police Station project and 4) She also posed the question 
of being able to parcel out property taxes for senior citizens quarterly 
 
M. Citizens’ Forum 

 
Public Comment: David Brinkman 

Bill Burnham 
Doug Truman 

 
Adjourn 
Moved by Mr. Nowell, seconded by Ms. Gregg to adjourn at 10:25PM. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 

_______________________________ 
Melissa M. Avery, Recorder 
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