


























































 

 

 

 

 

 

Notice of Public Hearing 

Town of York - Board of Selectmen 

Monday, July 27, 2015 

7:00 PM 

York Public Library 
 
The York Board of Selectmen will conduct a Public Hearing regarding proposed ordinance 

amendments to be considered at the November 2015 Special General Referendum, as 

follows: 

 

1. Hotel/Motel Definition Change Relative to Cooking Facilities 

2. GEN-3 Zoning District Permitted Uses  

3. YBVC Zoning District Prohibited Uses  

4. GEN-3 York Base Zoning District Map Amendment 

5. York Village Center Overlay District Map Amendment 

6. RES-7 Front Setback Footnote Change for Municipal Functionally Water 

Dependent Uses 

7. Single-Use Plastic Carryout Bag Ordinance 

 

Printed copies of the text of these amendments are available with the Town Clerk’s Office 

and the Town Manager’s Office at the Town Hall; Digital copies are also available on the 

Town’s web page (www.yorkmaine.org). 

 

http://www.yorkmaine.org/


Proposed Amendments 
 

to be considered at the 
 

November 2015 Special General Referendum 
 

 
Amendment 
 

1. Hotel/Motel Definition Change Relative to Cooking Facilities 
2. GEN-3 Zoning District Permitted Uses  
3. YBVC Zoning District Prohibited Uses  
4. GEN-3 York Base Zoning District Map Amendment 
5. York Village Center Overlay District Map Amendment 
6. RES-7 Front Setback Footnote Change for Municipal Functionally Water 

Dependent Uses 
7. Single-Use Plastic Carryout Bag Ordinance 
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Amendment #1 
Hotel/Motel Definition Change Relative to Cooking Facilities 

 
Ballot Language:  The following language would appear on the ballot: 
 

Article X    
The Town hereby ordains amendment of the Zoning Ordinance to amend the 
definition of Hotel/Motel with regards to size of cooking facilities allowed within a 
Hotel/Motel accommodation.  
 
Statement of Fact:  The purpose of this amendment is to change the cooking 
facilities required size measurement from cubic feet (i.e. unit of volume) to square 
feet (i.e. unit of area). The goal is to match common construction practice with 
regards to measurement and mimic the current maximum size requirement that 
currently exists and may be found within a hotel/motel room with a standard 8’ 
ceiling.  

 
Recommendations: 
Recommended by the Planning Board: 
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen: 
 

 
 

Amendment: Alter the definition of Hotel/Motel as follows: 
 
HOTEL/MOTEL: A building or buildings designed for occupancy primarily as  

  transient rental accommodations for a person or persons in which  
  building: 

 
 a.  There are 15 or more transient rental accommodations; 
 b.  There may be club rooms and meeting facilities; 
 c.  There may be common dining facilities; 
 d. There may be facilities for guests such as swimming pools, tennis  

  courts, volleyball courts, and courtyards/plazas; 
 e.  Incidental business may be conducted; and 
 f.  There may be a maximum of one dwelling to be used exclusively by 

  the owner, operator or caretaker of the hotel/motel. 
 
 Each rental accommodation in a hotel/motel shall include sanitary and 

sleeping facilities and each accommodation shall be rented or leased for 
compensation.  An accommodation may include cooking facilities, provided 
such area used for cooking or preparation of food is 100 cubic feet 12 square 
feet or less in size, including appliances.  Any of the following shall constitute 
as cooking facilities: plumbing facilities, including a dishwasher, designed 
specifically for use in a food preparation area; stove tops or ranges for use in 
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preparation of food; a refrigerator larger than 3.75 cubic feet in size; or 
counter top space in excess of 12 square feet designed specifically for use in a 
food preparation area.  The 100 cubic feet 12 square feet limit on size of the 
cooking facility area shall be calculated as the amount of floor footprint of 
this the cooking area multiplied by the height of this area.  The maximum 
permitted length of the cooking facility area shall be 10 6 feet, and the 
minimum depth of the footprint measurement shall be 2 feet.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
  

Draft Amendments to be voted in November 2015 
DRAFT – July 10, 2015 

Page 3 
 



Amendment #2 
GEN-3 Zoning District Permitted Uses  

 
Ballot Language:  The following language would appear on the ballot: 
 

Article X 
The Town hereby ordains amendment of the Zoning Ordinance to amend the 
permitted use section of the General Development 3 (GEN-3), by specifically 
amending Article 4.1.2, Business, Village and General Districts. 

 
Statement of Fact:  The purpose of this amendment is to include a permitted use 
relative to open air music and theatrical performances within the GEN-3 Zone south 
of the Little River.  

 
 
Recommendations: 
Recommended by the Planning Board: 
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen: 
 

 
Amendment:  In Article 4, Use Regulations, Specifically, “Permitted Uses in the YBVC 
zone” Amend the following use category to read as follows: 
 
 

                              
Recreation & Amusement Use Category (GEN-3) 

• Indoor Amusement/Entertainment/Assembly Place (Enclosed) (South of the 
Little River) 

• Open Air Venues/Areas for Theatrical and Musical Performances with a 
capacity not to exceed 300 persons (South of the Little River)  

• Indoor Sports Facility (No Gambling) (South of the Little River) 
• Outdoor Sport and Amusement Facilities  
• Country Club 
• EXPRESSLY PROHIBITED:  Campgrounds and Travel Trailer Parks; 

Amusement Arcades (as Primary or Accessory Use); Open Air or Drive-In 
Theater or Other Open Air Places of Entertainment;  
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Amendment #3 
YBVC Zoning District Prohibited Uses  

 
Ballot Language:  The following language would appear on the ballot: 
 

Article X 
The Town hereby ordains amendment of the Zoning Ordinance to amend the 
prohibited use section of the York Beach Village Center (YBVC), specifically 
amending Article 4.1.2, Business, Village and General Districts. 

 
Statement of Fact:  The purpose of this amendment is to clarify that the Bottling of 
Beverages as part of or accessory to an Artisanal Food and/or Beverage Facility is 
permitted within the YBVC District.  

 
 
Recommendations: 
Recommended by the Planning Board: 
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen: 
 

 
Amendment:  In Article 4, Use Regulations, Specifically, “Permitted Uses in the YBVC 
zone” Amend the following use category to read as follows: 
 
 

                              
Industrial Use Category (YBVC) 

• Bulk Storage Collection Bin 
• EXPRESSLY PROHIBITED:  Printing, Binding, Publishing and Related Arts 

and Trades; Bottling of Beverages (Except as permitted within or accessory to 
an Artisanal Food and/or Beverage Facility); Machine Shop, Assembly, 
Packaging, or Manufacturing; Wholesale Business and Storage in a Roofed 
Structure; Wood Manufacturing and Fabrication; Waste Transfer Facility; 
Waste Processing or Disposal Facility; Bulk Fuel Storage; Truck Terminals. 
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Amendment 4 
GEN-3 York Base Zoning District Map Amendment 

 
Ballot Language:  The following language would appear on the ballot. 
 

Article X 
The Town hereby ordains amendment of the Zoning Ordinance to revise the official 
map entitled, “York Zoning Ordinance: Base Zoning Districts” as referenced under 
zoning article 3.4. 
 
Statement of Fact:   
The purpose of this amendment is to amend the base zoning district map by 
incorporating (Map & Lot: 0050-0036 and 0050-0035) 207 and 211 York Street 
within the GEN-3 base zone. The amendment aims to better correspond to the 
Comprehensive Plans recommendations regarding Future Land Area #8- York 
Village Center Area and the guidance provided by the plan with how that area 
should be zoned in the future. 
 

Recommendations: 
Recommended by the Planning Board: 
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen: 
 
 
Amendment: In Article 3-Establishment of Zoning Districts, revise the language of article 
3.4 to specify the amended York Base Zoning District map revision date: 
 
3.4 Map of Base Zoning Districts 

 
A Base Zoning Districts 

The boundaries of base zoning districts established pursuant to this Ordinance 
are delineated in detail on a map entitled, “York Zoning Ordinance:  Base 
Zoning Districts” dated November 4, 2008 April 27, 2015.  The following 
base zones are delineated: - Map Amended 11/8/2005, 11/04/08, 11/03/2015 

RES-1  Residential 1 
RES-2  Residential 2 
RES-3  Residential 3 
RES-4  Residential 4 
RES-5  Residential 5 
RES-6  Residential 6 
RES-7  Residential 7 

 
BUS-1  Business 1 
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BUS-2  Business 2 
YBVC  York Beach Village Center 

 
RT 1-1  Route One-1, River 
RT 1-2  Route One-2, Small Makes Sense 
RT 1-3  Route One-3, Big Makes Sense 
RT 1-4  Route One-4, Tourism/Recreation 
RT 1-5  Route One-5, Cape Neddick Village 
RT 1-6  Route One-6, Rural Mixed Use 

 
GEN-1  General Development 1 
GEN-2  General Development 2 
GEN-3  General Development 3  
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Amendment 5 
York Village Center Overlay District Map Amendment 

 
Ballot Language:  The following language would appear on the ballot. 
 

Article X 
The Town hereby ordains amendment of the Zoning Ordinance to revise the official 
map entitled, “York Zoning Ordinance: York Village Center Overlay District” as 
referenced under zoning article 3.15. 
 
Statement of Fact:   
The purpose of this amendment is to expand the York Village Center Overlay 
District to include a parcel that abuts the current overlay district on York Street. 
The amendment aims to better correspond to the Comprehensive Plans 
recommendations regarding Future Land Area #8- York Village Center Area and 
the guidance provided by the plan with how the area should be zoned in the future. 
 

Recommendations: 
Recommended by the Planning Board: 
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen: 
 
 
Amendment: In Article 3-Establishment of Zoning Districts, revise the language of article 
3.15 to specify the updated York Village Center Overlay District map revision date: 
 
3.15 York Village Center Overlay District 
 

The York Village Center Overlay District shall include the property as shown 
on a map entitled, “York Zoning Ordinance:  York Village Center Overlay 
District” dated February 17, 2006 April 27, 2015.    

  

Draft Amendments to be voted in November 2015 
DRAFT – July 10, 2015 

Page 8 
 



        Amendment 6 
RES-7 Front Setback Footnote Change for Municipal Functionally 

Water Dependent Uses 
 
Ballot Language:  The following language would appear on the ballot: 
 

Article X 
The Town hereby ordains amendment of the Zoning Ordinance to amend the 
Schedule of Dimensional Regulations within the Residential 5, 6 and 7 zoning 
districts by specifically amending Article 5.2.1, Residential District footnote “b.”  

 
Statement of Fact:  The purpose of this amendment is to promote an existing 
development pattern for uses that abut the sidewalk along Long Beach Avenue and 
to allow greater design flexibility for municipal functionally water dependent uses 
within this area. This amendment is in line with the process of beginning to review 
and amend the dimensional requirements for buildings that are within close 
proximity to Long Sands Beach especially as it relates to front setback regulations 
on parcels that have frontage on Long Sands Beach Avenue within the current RES-
7 district. This change corresponds with Recommendation #1 of Land Use Are #4 
“Long Sands Beach” of the Comprehensive Plan.  

 
 
Recommendations: 
Recommended by the Planning Board: 
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen: 
 

 
Amendment:  In Article 5.2, Schedule of Dimensional Regulations, Specifically, “5.2.1 
Residential Districts” remove footnote “b” regarding minimum front yard setbacks for lots 
“without year-round public water or sewer” and lots with only “year round public water” 
as noted for RES-5, 6 and 7; leave footnote “b” as it relates to “year-round public water 
and sewer” for those districts and insert the following language as it relates to that 
footnote: 
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  RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS  
                            

RES-2 
 RES-5       

RES-6 
 

ZONING DISTRICT Res-1A s RES-1B RES-3 RES-4 RES-7 AMENDED 
       
Minimum Land Area (Square Feet)        
without year-round public water or sewer 87,120 43,560 87,120 43,560 20,000 m  
with year-round public water 87,120 43,560 87,120 43,560 20,000 m  
with year-round public water and sewer 43,560 s 30,000 43,560 30,000 12,000 m  
       
Minimum Street Frontage (Feet)       
without year-round public water or sewer 200 e 125 e 200 e 135 100  
with year-round public water 200 e 125 e 200 e  135 100  
with year-round public water and sewer 150 e s 100 e 150 e 135 100  
       
Minimum Lot Depth (Feet) None None None 100 None  
       
Minimum Front Yard Setback (Feet)       
without year-round public water or sewer 50 k 30 k 50 k 30 20 b 11/05/96 
with year-round public water 50 k 30 k 50 k 30 20 b 11/05/96 
with year-round public water and sewer 40 k s 30 k 40 k 30 20 b 11/05/96 
       
Minimum Rear Yard Setback (Feet)       
without year-round public water or sewer 30 k 20 k 30 k 20 12  
with year-round public water 30 k 20 k 30 k 20 12  
with year-round public water and sewer 20 k s 20 k 20 k 20 12  
       
Minimum Side Yard Setback (Feet)       
without year-round public water or sewer 30 20 30 20 12  
with year-round public water         30 20 30 20 12  
with year-round public water and sewer 20 s 20 20 20 12  
       
Maximum Coverage (Impervious       
Surface Ratio) 25% 25% l 25% l 25% 30 %  11/05/96 
       
Maximum Building and Structure Height 
(Feet) 

35 35 35 35 35 12/29/93 
5/22/04 

 AMENDED 
11/06/07 

     

 
                              
b. A Municipal Functionally Water Dependent Use in the RES-7 district  that contains 
 frontage on Long Beach Avenue and has year-round public water and sewer shall 
 not be required to meet minimum front yard setback requirements. 
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Amendment 7 
Single-Use Plastic Carryout Bag Ordinance 

 
Ballot Language:  The following language would appear on the ballot. 
 

Article X 
The Town hereby ordains a new ordinance entitled, “Single-Use Plastic Carryout 
Bag Ordinance.” 
 
Statement of Fact:   
The purpose of this amendment is to eliminate the usage of single-use plastic bags 
by retail and grocery stores in the Town of York except as may be permitted by this 
ordinance.  
 

Recommendations: 
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen: 
 
 
Amendment: This new ordinance will be included within the Business Regulation 
category of Town Ordinances and will read as follows: 
 

SINGLE-USE PLASTIC CARRY OUT BAG ORDINANCE 
 
 
SECTION 1. PURPOSE AND INTENT 
The production and use of single-use plastic carryout bags have significant impacts on the 
marine and land environment of all coastal communities that outweigh their usefulness to 
the public.  These impacts include, but are not limited to:  contributing to the potential 
death of marine animals through ingestion and entanglement; contributing to pollution of 
the land and marine environment; imposing an unnecessary burden on our solid waste 
management; clogging our storm drainage systems; and requiring the use of non-renewable 
fossil fuels for manufacture. 

Voluntary efforts to control the use of single-use plastic carryout bags have had minimal 
effect to date.   

The Town of York strives to conserve resources, reduce greenhouse gas emissions, waste 
and litter and to protect the quality of life for the Town’s residents and visitors. 

The purpose of this ordinance is to eliminate the usage of single-use carry out plastic bags 
by all retail and grocery stores in the Town of York.  

 
SECTION 2. AUTHORITY 
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This Ordinance is adopted pursuant to the Town’s Home Rule Authority granted under 
Article VIII-A of the Maine Constitution and Title 30-A M.R.S. §3001. 
 
SECTION 3.  DEFINITIONS 
Customer: Any person obtaining goods at or from a Retail Establishment. 

Recyclable Paper Bag: Paper bags that are accepted for recycling by the Town of York’s 
curbside recycling program. 

Retail Establishment: Any commercial enterprise including but not limited to grocery and 
convenience stores, markets, pharmacies, restaurants, take-out food purveyors, seasonal 
and temporary businesses and other merchandise retailers. Nonprofit and religious 
organizations are not considered Retail Establishments. 

Reusable bag: A bag with handles that is specifically designed and manufactured to 
withstand repeated uses over a period of time, is made from a material that can be cleaned 
and disinfected regularly and is at least 3 mils thick if made from plastic. 

Single-Use Plastic Carryout Bag:  Plastic bag with a thickness of less than 3 mils (3/1000 
of an inch) with an integral handle provided at check out for the purpose of transporting 
food or merchandise out of the establishment.  

 
SECTION 4.  STANDARDS 
Each Retail Establishment located in the Town of York shall comply with this Ordinance. 

A. No single-use plastic carryout Bag shall be distributed, either with or without charge, to 
a Customer, at any Retail Establishment located in the Town of York. 

B. Customers are encouraged to bring their own reusable shopping bags to Retail 
Establishments, who may choose to give customers a rebate for such. 

C. Retail Establishments may provide Customers with recyclable paper bags or reusable 
bags, with or without a charge, as they so desire. 

 
SECTION 5. EXCEPTIONS 
A. Single use plastic bags, typically without handles, used to contain dry cleaning, 

newspapers, produce, meat, lobsters, fish, bulk foods, and wet items are permissible. 

B. Nonprofit organizations or religious institutions are exempt. 

 
SECTION 6. ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT  
A. The Code Enforcement Officer (CEO) shall have the authority to administer and 

enforce this Ordinance. 
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B. If it is determined that a violation has occurred, the CEO shall issue a written warning 
to the Store for the initial violation.  If an additional violation has occurred after a 
written warning has been issued, the CEO shall issue a written notice of violation and 
shall impose a penalty against the Store.  The penalty associated with each written 
notice of violation shall be: 

1.  $50 for the first offense, or 

2.  $100 for the second and all subsequent offenses.  To be considered a second or 
subsequent offense, the violation must occur within one year of the most recent 
prior violation.  

C. No more than one penalty shall be imposed upon a Store within a 7-day period. 

D. A Store shall have 15 days following receipt of a written notice of violation to pay the 
penalty. 

 

SECTION 7. APPEALS 
Any decision, action, or inaction pertaining to this Ordinance may be appealed to the York 
County Superior Court.  Any appeal must be filed within 30 days of the decision or action 
being appealed.   

 
SECTION 8. EFFECTIVE DATE 
This ordinance shall take effect 4 months following the date of adoption by the voters to 
allow stores time to make necessary adjustments to bring operations into compliance with 
the law. 

 
SECTION 9. SEVERABILITY 
Should any portion of this Ordinance be held by the courts to be invalid, this shall not 
affect the validity of remaining portions of this Ordinance. 
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PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 
Town of York – Board of Selectmen 

July 27, 2015 

7:00PM 

York Public Library 
 

The Town of York Board of Selectmen will hold a Public Hearing on July 

27, 2015 regarding new Business License Applications for the following: 
 

o 3rd Gen, LLC DBA: Woody’s Brick Oven Pizza; Located at 11 

Railroad Avenue (Food Service, Liquor) 

o R.J Poulin Properties, LLC DBA: Sunrise Motel; Located at 340 

Long Sands Road (Innkeeper) 

 
 

 

 

 

 


































































































