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TOWN OF YORK PLANNING BOARD
THURSDAY, MARCH 29, 2001 - 7:00 P.M.

GRANT HOUSE

MINUTES

Board members present were Glenn Farrell, Vice-Chairman,
Dave Marshall and Torbert MacDonald.  Others present were
Steve Burns, Town Planner, Vallana Pratt-Decker, a volunteer
in the Code and Planning Department and Cheryl Trott,
Recording Secretary.

Board members that were not present were Al Bibb, Chairman,
Barrie Munro and Richard Arnold.

PLANNING AND ORDINANCE COMMITTEE UPDATE.  Discussion with Lou Stowe
about the status of the Committee’s work to date.

Lou Stowe stated he had a number of reports to hand out
(attached).  The Committee is going to have a web site, have been
working with Rob Butler from the High School shooting for up
and running date of April 11, 2001.  Had good and bad news,
good news is that the Committee is on schedule - bad news is
the schedule has been extended.  There are 15 articles, 9 have
been completed.  Have established who is going to do what and
how it is going to be done.  Five major areas looking to cover:
1) Village center zones, 2) Seasonal residents, 3) Residential
zones, 4) Rural zones and 5) Route One zones.  Regarding the
Village areas the Committee is developing a purpose statement
for each one of the areas.  Each one is different.  The next
meeting is April 5, 2001 and then will expect another 3-4
meetings.  Letting the process dictate the meetings.  Using GIS
at meetings at large extent.  Very positive meetings, well
participated.  Plan to have focus meetings for areas such as
bed and breakfasts, campgrounds, farming, fishing, etc.  May
have these during the day for business people.  Meeting time
table looks like January 2002 to finish up.

Mr. Burns stated that hearings will be in 2002, this is a
workable time frame.

Lou Stowe commented that the Committee will be coming back
during work sessions to the Planning Board with certain items
throughout the project.  Asked if there is anything the
Planning Board would like focused on.

Mr. MacDonald asked about the family subdivision.  Lou Stowe
stated they want to support the individuals in town who have
owned land for generations.  Encourage this land to stay in
families, support them and allow them a break in the Ordinance.

Mr. Burns stated that in the Comprehensive Plan it states that
the CEO will review all new subdivisions of 2 lots, 3 or more
lots will go to the Planning Board.  The Selectman have asked
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for a compromise.  Draft pages 53 and 59 limits family
definition.  They are exempt from municipal review.

Mr. Marshall commented that before this proposed change had
to meet all standards.  Mr. Burns stated they are not subject
to net buildable.  Mr. MacDonald commented this is for 2 lots
in a 5 year time frame.  Mr. Burns stated there is no time limit,
no limit on lots.  There can only be one lot per family member.
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Mr. MacDonald questioned if the Town Attorney had reviewed this.  Mr.
Marshall stated that the State statue allows for family subdivisions.
Mr. Burns stated they need to get legal review, CEO’s asked to review.
Mr. MacDonald asked if this would apply to property ownership from a
specific date.  Mr. Marshall stated once the Planning Board has looked
at a property they would not be eligible.  Mr. Burns stated that once it
was looked at by the Planning Board it would need to always go back
through Planning Board for any changes.  Mr. MacDonald commented
this is an interesting concept.  Believes that extending to new ownership
is not such a good idea.  Mr. Marshall commented they are just
tightening up what has always been.

Lou Stowe stated that as a result of schedule changing the Committee
is meeting almost every week.  He invited Planning Board members to
attend meetings.  Have a 36 page summary of the Comprehensive Plan
that they are using as a checklist for issues.  This was given to Barrie
Munro due to his work on the Comprehensive Plan.

OVERBOARD DISCHARGES ON THE YORK RIVER.  Vallana Pratt-Decker, a volunteer in
the Code and Planning Department, will provide an update on her
efforts to eliminate overboard discharges on the York River.
Elimination of the overboard discharges in the York River is an immediate
Comp Plan implementation task assigned to the Code and Planning
Department.

Mr. Burns introduced Vallana Pratt-Decker.

Ms. Pratt-Decker gave handouts to the Board (attached).  She went over
the handouts with the Board and stated that Bosn’s Landing is the
highest priority and will be started around April 23, 2001 with a
completion date of around July 1, 2001.

Mr. MacDonald stated there is an immediate need for a watershed
protection overlay district, would like to go forward with this year.

Ms. Pratt-Decker stated the Atlantic Ocean raises other issues, these
are lower priority and lower health risks.  Also there are issues with
the Cape Neddick River.

Mr. Burns pointed out that in these other issues there are no licensed
overboard discharge issues just fecal coliform issues.

Mr. MacDonald asked Ms. Pratt-Decker if she has seen Paul Now’s
overboard discharge analysis survey.  Ms. Pratt-Decker stated she has
heard of there being one but has not looked into it and asked what year
this was done.  Mr. MacDonald stated he believed about 8 years ago.  Mr.
Marshall asked if the cost figures were estimates.  Ms. Pratt-Decker
stated they figured a little high, there are pretty tight clay soils in
areas.  Mr. MacDonald asked if they were looking into non traditional
systems.  Ms. Pratt-Decker stated there may be higher tech systems and
was open to ideas need to go through review.
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Mr. MacDonald stated that if you have a place where a traditional
system will not work, may be a lower percentage of higher tech systems.
Ms. Pratt-Decker commented they will consider and talk with designers
and will look at creative designs.

Mr. Marshall asked in a case like this that is sponsored by State
funding, what if the soil tests are not proper for the design.  Mr.
Farrell stated that standards are lower for replacement systems.

Ms. Pratt-Decker stated she sees challenges, but nothing that will stop
any of these projects.  There is quite a bit of flexibility for replacement
systems.

COMP PLAN AMENDMENT FOR A MAY 2001 SPECIAL GENERAL REFERENDUM.  Discuss draft Comp
Plan amendment regarding growth caps that was discussed at the joint
meeting of the Planning Board and Board of Selectmen.  This has been
posted by the Selectmen for pubic hearings on April 2 and 23.

Mr. Burns stated this is a quick follow up.  Need to match languages for
Comprehensive Plan and Growth Cap.  Need to address both short-term
and long-term.  Public hearings are scheduled for April 2 and 23.

NEW ISSUES FOR THE NOVEMBER 2001 GENERAL REFERENDUM.  Discuss items for the
November General Referendum that were not addressed at the February
workshop.  Or greatest significance is the work of the
Telecommunications Committee to overhaul telecommunications
provisions.

Gary Rapier, representing the Telecommunications Committee, gave a
draft handout to the Board (attached).  There are four people on the
Committee who have studied the industry and the current Ordinance.
There are currently three towers in Town.  Anything over 200’ needs to
meet FAA standards, which means lights.  Would like to look at
proposing towers under 180’ and forcing to co-locate.  This is work in
progress and would welcome any input.  It is a tough situation and needs
to be a win/win situation.  With study have decided may need one or two
more towers in York to provide adequate coverage.  Idea is to create an
overlay district that will tell where towers could possibly be located.
Has a map in handouts showing possible areas, looking for input.

Mr. MacDonald asked about the Village location and difference in topo.
Gary Rapier stated they are looking at visual impact, dense coverage of
forestry in area.  Mr. MacDonald stated he lives in front of forest,
adjacent to water tower.  Refers to page 9, section 8 and stated a water
tower would be preferable.  Gary Rapier stated there are different
types of telecommunication devices, some are allowed anywhere.  These
are strict requirements for towers.  Mr. MacDonald commented that in
10 years time will all be satellite based.

Gary Rapier stated that is not financially feasible at this time and does
not allow for adequate coverage.  With new Ordinance there would be
no tower outside the overlay district.
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Mr. MacDonald stated that references to permitting authority is
confusing and he would like to see the Planning Board be involved in all
permitting.

Mr. Burns stated he has not given feed back on administrative issues.
Big issues with administrative provisions and possible changes in zoning.
Suggested to pursue as stand alone and integrate into Zoning
Ordinance.  Has promised he would review by April 4.

Gary Rapier stated he would like to offer a streamlined process for co-
locating, a benefit of co-locating.  Mr. MacDonald questioned health
issues.  Mr. Burns stated that under Federal law this is not an issue.
Mr. MacDonald commented he feels the health issues of the current
mountain tower and doesn’t feel anyone should be bending over
backward to let towers come in.

Mr. Marshall stated he would like to make it mandatory to look at other
technical options and issues and would rather see on a water tower
than in middle of the forest.

Mr. Farrell stated the Board appreciates and thanks the Committee for
all its work.  If there are any questions would like to have come back to
Board.

OTHER BUSINESS

Mr. MacDonald stated that at the last meeting discussed the inadequacy
of the Shoreland Zoning map and has looked into ideas on getting this
issue resolved.  One thought is multi-speceterial photos.  Would cost
around $100 per kilometer, there are 55 square miles in Town.

Mr. Marshall asked if there is a sample of what the Water District did.
Mr. MacDonald stated that the other thing is doing a grant application
for DEP.  Mr. Farrell questioned who will write the grant.  Mr.
MacDonald stated he would.  Mr. Farrell commented the deadline is May.
Mr. Burns stated his concern is that his hands are full at this time.  Mr.
MacDonald stated he will volunteer as project manager/grant writer
and will come back with a grant proposal.  Mr. Burns stated he is not
interested in overseeing.

Motion made by Mr. Marshall to proceed with draft grant request,
second by Mr. Farrell.  Vote 3-0.

Mr. Burns commented that the draft April agenda has 13 applicants,
suggests pulling quick things to workshop agenda.

Motion made by Mr. MacDonald to adjourn meeting, second by Mr.
Marshall.  Vote 3-0.  Meeting adjourned at 9:15 p.m.


