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SELECTMEN’S MEETING 

7:00 P.M. MONDAY JULY 8, 2013 
YORK LIBRARY  

 
Present:  Chair; Ronald Nowell, Vice Chair; Kinley Gregg, Scott Fiorentino, Mary 
Andrews, Torbert Macdonald, Town Manager; Robert G. Yandow, Recorder; Katie 
McWilliams and members of the press and public.    
 
Call to Order 
 
Discussion of Pledge:  
 
Mr. Nowell read from Robert’s Rules a section entitled Optional Headings.  Reciting 
the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag is listed under this optional heading section.  Mr. 
Nowell said the pledge is optional to be placed on the agenda, and optional to 
participate in.  
 
Moved by Mr. Macdonald, seconded by Mr. Fiorentino to reinstate the pledge on a 
strictly volunteer basis, the television cameras will be exclusively on the flag before 
the meeting, during the call to order and while saying the pledge.  The camera will 
then focus back on the Chairmen as he continues on with the business. Vote 3-2, Ms. 
Gregg and Mr. Nowell opposed.  
 
 
A. Minutes 

 
None 
 

B. Chairman’s Report 
 

 Meeting with SMRT On Wednesday July 10th at 2pm . This is open for the 
public.  

 
C. Manager’s Report 
 

 The Circuit Breaker program is being replaced with the Tax Fairness Credit.  
This program will provide an income tax credit for those that are eligible for 
the program.   
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 PC construction has accepted responsibility of the clear cutting done at the site 
of the Police Station Project.   PC Construction will accept all reasonable costs 
associated with restoration efforts.  Invoices totaling 46,751.28 have been 
forwarded to PC as they have agreed to issue a check for restoration costs to 
date. 
 

D. Awards:  
 

1. RFP for Engineering on Bog Road Field Project 
 
At the May 2013 public referendum voters approved the development of a 
multipurpose athletic field and associated parking on Town owned land at 40 Bog 
Road. The site is located on 47 undeveloped acres that abuts the existing the existing 
Bog Road Athletic Project. The project scope includes the development of one natural 
turf multipurpose athletic field, parking, landscaping, irrigation, fencing, drainage, 
site utilities and related amenities. 
 
Parks and Recreation Director, Mike Sullivan presented the board with the 
recommended course of action for public review and Selectmen approval.  Having 
two public hearings; the first at the conceptual design phase with the Board of 
Selectmen and the second is during the approval process with the Planning Board.  
Mr. Sullivan is requesting the board review and approve the RFP for civil 
engineering services prior to advertising, award the contract to the successful firm, 
approve the conceptual design, approve the final plans and award the construction 
contract.  Mr. Sullivan wants to insure the project follows a process that is acceptable 
to the board.   
 
Process Overview as presented by Mr. Sullivan:  
 Presentation to Selectmen 
 RFP Review and Award Process 
 Determine permitting/ Approval needs 
 Conceptual Design Phase 
 Permit Submission  
 Acceptance of Approved Design 
 Project Bidding 
 Construction Progress Reports  
 
Moved by Ms. Andrews, seconded by Mr. Fiorentino to approve the RFP for civil 
engineering services for the Bog Road Athletic Field Project.  Vote 5-0, motion passes.  
 
E. Reports:   
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None 

 
F. Citizens Forum - The citizen’s forum is open to any member of the audience for 

comments on items listed on this meeting agenda. All comments should be 
respectful in tone and should be directed to the chair. Comments should be brief 
and to the point. Questions that require extended answers or that cannot be 
readily answered will be referred to the town manager for follow-up. Anyone 
who wishes to submit a written request for future agenda items can do so on the 
form available at this meeting or may obtain the form through the town 
manager’s office.   

 
Mike Micciche 
Bob McKenna 
Helen Rollins 
   

G. Approval of Warrant #1 
 
Moved by Ms. Gregg, seconded by Mr. Fiorentino to approve Warrant # 1. Vote 5-0, 
motion passes.  
 
H.  Public Hearings:  
 

1. New Business Licenses  

 King Weinstein DBA York Pizza (Victualers); Located at 647 US Route 
One 
 

Moved by Ms. Gregg, seconded by Mr. Macdonald to open the public hearing at 
7:50pm.  
 
Public Comment: None 
 
Moved by Ms. Gregg, seconded by Mr. Macdonald to close the public hearing at 
7:57pm.  
 
I.       Endorsements- Business Licenses 
 

None 
 
J.      Old Business 
 
 None 
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K. New Business 
 

1. Response from Gene Lemay regarding the Veterans Grave Issue   
 
American Legion Post 56 1st Vice-Member Gene (Geno) Lemay requested an 
opportunity to respond to comments made at the Monday, June 24, 2013 Selectmen 
meeting.   
 
He presented the board a book listing all the graves that the American Legion takes 
care of. Just this year alone the American Legion placed 948 flags.   
 
Mr. Nowell feels it would be important for the town, VFW, and the American Legion 
to get all their lists together to make sure no one gets missed and all the graves are 
taken care of.  Ms. Andrews suggested there are others that might want to help with 
this project.  
 

2. Mount Agamenticus Tower Lease with Crown Castle 
 
Crown Castle of Sarasota, Florida has a ground lease with the Town for a 
telecommunications tower at Mount Agamenticus.  Their current lease was renewed 
in 2008.  At that time they were granted an initial term of five years with the one 
additional five year term.  The renewal term was automatic.  The Town is currently 
in the first year of the second five year term.  The terms of the current lease 
commenced with monthly payment of $2,400 to be adjusted annually, on the 
anniversary date, by an amount equal to 3%.  The current monthly payment is 
$2,701.20.  
 
Crown Castle has an interest in extending the lease with the Town.  They are 
proposing that in addition to the existing lease we provide them with an additional 
three, five year renewal terms.   
 
Moved by Ms. Gregg, seconded by Mr. Fiorentino to approve the letter of agreement 
from Crown Castle dated May 28, 2013 regarding an amendment to the lease and 
further authorize the Town Manager to execute the agreement on behalf of the Town.  
Vote 0-5, motion fails.  
 

3. Recent Natural Resources, Defense Council Report on Pollution at 
Maine Beaches, Specifically Short Sands Beach 
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Selectmen Macdonald requested a discussion regarding the recent Natural Resource 
Defense Council report regarding pollution at Maine Beaches, specifically Short 
Sands Beach.  A June 28, 2013 article was published in Fosters Daily Democrat; 
Report cites 3 local Maine beaches for high bacteria levels. This article stated that 
Short Sands Beach had water samples that exceeded the state’s daily maximum 
bacterial standards of 104 colonies/100ml.   The 23rd annual Testing the Waters: A 
Guide to Water Quality at Vacation Beaches report from the Natural Resources 
Defense Council (NRDC) ranks Maine 27th out of 30 coastal states for beach water 
quality. Beach water pollution is known to cause a range of illnesses, including 
stomach flu, skin rashes, ear and eye infections, hepatitis, and neurological disorders.  
 
Mr. Nowell requested York Parks and Recreation Director Mike Sullivan to get a 
copy of the report that the newspaper used in the article.  
 
Mr. Macdonald feels the water should be monitored more often with more people 
being involved in correcting a problem if one comes up.  
 

4. Discussion and Possible Action Regarding a Crosswalk on Shore Road 
at the Entrance to Cape Neddick Beach 

 
Mr. Macdonald requested a crosswalk from the loading zone to the short cross walk 
by the house on the beach at Cape Neddick Beach. We have created an attractive 
nuisance by putting a loading zone but no way to cross the street.   
 
Ms. Gregg suggested re-moving the loading zone sign.   
 
Dean Lessard, Director of Public Works informed the board that there are 11 
requirements to put a sidewalk on a state paved road, which Shore Road is.  The 
location does not meet a number of requirements.   
 
Moved by Mr. Macdonald, seconded by Mr. Nowell  to request Mr. Yandow to 
instruct Mr. Lessard to place a crosswalk from the loading zone to the sidewalk on 
the opposite side.  Vote 2-3, Mr. Macdonald and Mr. Nowell in favor. Motion fails.  
 
 

5. Request from the Great York Recreation Complex for Approval to 
Market Their Project Using Town Owned Property as the Site Location.  

 
Representatives from the Greater York Recreational Complex presented the Board of 
Selectmen with a site proposal. The proposal consists of marketing their project with 
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a possible location on town owned property on Bog Road behind the Mackey Skate 
Park.   
 
The purpose of the presentation is to ask the Selectmen for permission to market this 
project and to launch a capital campaign and raise money to build the project and for 
public awareness-what the project is meant to do and is doing.   
 
In December of 2013 they will ask for a warrant for 2014 to lease the land on Bog 
Road to them.  If granted permission to market proposal for Dec/Jan will have 
clearer picture on funding.  
 
Attorney representing the Recreation Complex, Greg Orso presented to the board. , 
They are not asking for money or allocation of property but simply the ability to put 
forward a plan to the public.      
 
Ronald Nowell suggested that they have a workshop as there are just too many 
questions.  
 

6. Discussion with the Code Enforcement Office Regarding the Accessory 
Use Permitting of a Distillery in York Beach  

 
Tabled to a future meeting 
 

7. Discussion and Possible Action Regarding the Reduction to Municipal 
Revenue Sharing Funds for FY14 

 
As a result of the reduction in revenue sharing in the approved state budget for FY14, 
The Town of York is facing a deficit of $208,690 in projected revenues.  At the same 
time, it is anticipated that the Town will realize approximately $45,000 in savings as a 
result of two retirements (police Captain and HR Director) and one resignation 
(Finance Director).  This leaves a deficit of approximately $163,690.   
 
According to Mr. Yandow there are three options available to the Board of Selectmen 
to address this deficit:  
 

 Increase the amount to be raised by taxes by $163,690.  This will result 
in a .04 increase in the tax rate.   

 Reduce the voter approved operating budget by $163,690.   

 Consider a combination of increasing the amount to be raised by taxes 
and a reduction in operating budgets.  
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Moved by Mr. Macdonald, seconded by Mr. Fiorentino to approve the first of the 
three options in Mr. Yandow memo to increase the amount to be raised for the 
revenue by taxes of $163,690.  Vote 4-1, Ms. Gregg opposed, motion passes. Ms. 
Gregg questioned the legality of the motion.  
 

8.  Appointment of Wendy Anderson as Finance Director 
 
Moved by Mr. Macdonald, seconded by Ms. Gregg to approve the Town Manager’s 
recommendation to appoint Wendy Anderson as Finance Director for the Town of 
York. Vote 5-0, motion passes.  
 

9. Harbor Board Appointments 
 
Moved by Ms. Gregg, seconded by Mr. Macdonald to approve the reappointment of 
David Gittens and Mike Sinclair to the York Harbor Board. Vote 5-0, motion passes.  
 
The Board will set up an appointment to interview Matthew Donnell.  
 

10. Property Redemption Requests; 445 Ridge Road, 448 Ridge Road, 26 
Walnut Street, 2 Railroad Avenue Extension (Item numbers 10-13) 

 
Moved by, seconded by to approve the redemption of Tax Map 0027, Lot 0006-002; 
445 Ridge Road, Tax Map 0094, Lot 0084; 448 Ridge Road, Tax Map 0030, Lot 0033-
D;26 Walnut Street, and Tax Map 0027, Lot 0006-A; 2 Railroad Ave Extension as 
requested, subject to the attached conditions being met and that all taxes, interest and 
administrative costs are paid in full by no later than August 23, 2013. Vote 4-1, Ms. 
Gregg opposed, motion passes. Ms. Gregg was opposed being that these four lots are 
being represented by the same party that is representing the Norton family 
negotiations for easements required for the police station project which have not yet 
been obtained.  
 

11. Discussion and Possible action Regarding a Request for Proposals for 
Legal Services 

 
Mr. Yandow will contact MMA.  
 

12.  Special Event Permit- Great Maine Getaway 
 
Moved by Mr. Macdonald, seconded by Ms. Gregg to approve the Special Event 
Permit for New England Classic Tour de Cure for Sunday July 14, 2013 at 9:00am. 
Vote 5-0, motion passes.  
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L. Other Business 
 
M. Citizens Forum 
 
Adjourn 

Moved by Mr. Macdonald, seconded by Ms. Gregg to adjourn at 9:51 PM. 
 

       Respectfully Submitted By: 
 
       ________________________ 
       Katie McWilliams; Recorder  


